LET THERE BE LI FE
Ten Values That Build Strong Famlies - Part 6
Exodus 20: 13
Ri ck Warren

W're in part 6 in the series I'mcalling Ten Val ues That Build
Strong Fam lies, the Ten Commandnents.

Exodus 20:13 is very sinple, just four words: "You shall not
mur der . "

| know sone of you are saying, we can skip this one. Probably
your urge to nurder doesn't happen very often, except when you're
on the freeway. M guess is within our church we don't have 15,
20 at the max, professional hit nen. So not a whole [ot of you
need this nmessage -- you think.

Cl arence Darrow once said, "I haven't killed anybody, but I've
read a whole | ot of obituaries with glee.”" By the tine the
average Anerican child has hit 6th grade they have al ready

W t nessed over 8,000 nurders on television. They have watched
over 100,000 acts of violence on television. W live in a
violent society. Every 22 mnutes in Anerica sonebody is

st abbed, shot or beaten or strangled to death. That is the

hi ghest homcide rate in the world. More kids die fromviol ence
than they do fromill ness.

When you | ook at this verse, "Thou shalt not nurder" that seens
like a very straightforward command but actually it's often

m sunder st ood, m sapplied, m sappropriated, msinterpreted and so
we want to tal k about what does this nean and what does it not
nmean.

. WHAT DOES THI S COMVAND NOT MEAN?

1. It is not prohibiting killing aninals.

The Bible is very clear bout the difference between human life
and animal life. 1In the Bible, many tinmes, God comranded t hat
animals be sacrificed. One of the things you need to know is
that God never contradicts Hnself. He wouldn't say one thing
one place and sonething differently another place. You interpret
an uncl ear passage with a clear one. Mny places in Scripture,
it's very clear, He says it's K to kill animals.

Cenesis 9:3 "Everything that |lives and noves will be food for
you. Just as | gave you the green plants, | now give you
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everything." You don't have to be a vegetarian unless you just
want to be. It's not commanded in the Bible. It's K to eat
aninmal s for neat.

2. 1t is not prohibiting capital punishnent.

May tines in Scripture God commands capital punishnment. For
certain crimes He says this is worthy of the death penalty. Lev.
24 "Anyone who commts nurder shall be put to death...the

principle is alife for alife." That is very clear. God says,
there are sonme things, |ike murder, that demand the death
penal ty.

To maintain order in our society, God has delegated H's authority
to the governnment. The Bible says that God has all owed human
governments to be set up to maintain |aw and order and puni sh
wrong doers, including capital punishnment. "The governnment is
there to serve God for you benefit ... they carry out God's
revenge by puni shing wongdoers." God says, |'ve set these
governments up, | allow them there is no perfect governnent, no
one that is right in everything they do, but they do keep | aw and
order. The New International Version calls the governnent an
agent of justice.

God wants justice in this world. But He demands swift justice
whi ch our system of appeals has nmade a nockery of. \When
President WIIliam MKinley was assassi nated his assassin was
caught, convicted, and executed 53 days later. Do you think that
woul d happen today? Not a chance. Wen Theodore Bundy was
finally executed a couple of years ago after killing all of those
wonen, it was 11 years after the crinme. Wo paid for all those
11 years? You did, the taxpayers. That's not justice. diver
Wendal | Hol mes said, "Justice postponed is justice denied."

Some will say "I don't thing capital punishnent really deters
crimnals.” It does the one executed. He's not going to rape
anybody anynore, or nurder anybody anynore. By the way, the
average life sentence is now ei ght years.

3. It's not prohibiting going to war.

Eccl. 3:8 "There is a tine for war". God says there are sone
things that are worth fighting for. There are some things that
are worth dying for. It's right to fight in order to preserve

freedom It's right to fight in order to defend innocent people.
It's right to fight to stop the spread of evil. Al that is
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necessary for evil to triunph is for good nen to do nothing. So
He's not tal ki ng about that.

So what is He tal ki ng about when He tal ks about "You shall not
mur der,"” and what does this have to do with ny famly? There's
no nurders taking place in ny famly. Probably not. But the
very first nurder happened in a famly. Cain killed his brother.

In fact, today, nost violent crimes and nost nurders occur
between famly nmenbers. Maybe you think nmurder is sonething that
happens in Chicago or the inner city, but a couple days ago in
the Orange County Register the headlines said, "Donestic Violence
in Orange County surges, N ne people killed [ ast nonth by ones
they loved.” Nine nenbers here in Orange County were nurdered by
menbers of their own famly.

1. HOWTH S COWAND APPLIES TO THE FAM LY

So what is God saying? Wy is this a value that relates to ny
famly? Because Life is of value.

1. God says NO to suicide
God says Don't do it. Suicide is now the nunber two killer anong
coll ege students. It is the nunber three killer anmong high
school students. More kids are killed by suicide that by
traffic. God says Don't do it.

People say, "It's ny life and | have a right tolive it and to
take it." God says, "No, you don't. | gave you your life and
only | have the right to take it away." You don't own your life

nd you don't own the right to take it.

"We are not our own bosses to live and die as we oursel ves m ght
choose." Scripture says, you're not your own, you' re bought with
a price. The Bible says, that even before you were born, God
predeterm ned the exact nunber of days you were to live. Job
14:5 "The length of a man's life is decided beforehand -- the
nunber of nmonths he will live. You, God, have settled it." Cod
says |'ve decided the nunber of days you're going to live and |
don't want you short-circuiting it.

Most us at different tinmes have felt despair enough to think "Is
life worth living?" |If you have considered or are considering
suicide, | say to you, There is hope. You matter to God. God
made you for a purpose. He cares about you. He can help you out
of your despair.
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When you go down to Laguna Beach you can watch the tide go out.
|'ve | earned that when it goes out it always cones back. The
tide may be out in your life right now \Wen the tide's out, if

you' ve noticed the beach -- it's ugly. There's driftwod and
junk all over the place and it doesn't | ook too good. But hang
on because the tide always conme back. |f you've been thinking

"My life is not worth Iiving" know that you matter to God and
there are people at this church who care about you and are
willing to help you and talk with you if you will just let us
know and hel p you through that time of trouble, help you through
t he darkness so the sun can shine again in your life. God says
NO to sui ci de.

2. Cod says NOto nercy killing

The technical termis euthanasia. This is causing the death of
soneone because of deformty, or old age, or an incurable

di sease. |I'mnot tal king about allow ng natural causes and not
artificially supporting life. |1'mtalking bout causing the death
of soneone either because of inconvenience or because you don't
think that there life is worth living any nore. God says you do
not have a right to do that.

Job 12:10, "It is God who directs the lives of his creatures;
every man's |life is in his power." Only God has a right to
determ ne when | should stop living. He's chosen it for nme and
He's chosen it for you.

This is a very relevant issue. The euthanasia issue would

aut hori ze and |l egalize doctors to put people to death. God says
doctors or nobody el se has the right to put people to death.
It's not tal king sbout just pulling the plug or allow ng natural
causes.

There was a guy a nunber of years ago who thought that he shoul d
have the right to determ ne who was fit to |live snd who wasn't.
H s nane was Hitler.

3. GCod says NO to abortion
Psal m 139 "You, God, created every part of nme, You put ne
together in ny nother's wonb. When ny bones were being forned
when | was grow ng there in secret, You knew | was there. You
saw ne before | was born. The days allotted to ne were all
recorded in Your book before any of them ever began.” Circle
each "I", "me" and "ny" in the verse. He's talking about a baby
init's nother. He says, You created ne, You sawne.... GCGod is
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saying that's a person inside the nother, not a blob of tissue.
He says, |'ve even planned every day before you were born. O her
passages of Scripture say that God even knows your personality
before you are born. God says that is a person in there.

From a human vi ewpoi nt we may have unpl anned pregnanci es. But
there are no accidental conceptions. Muybe we didn't plan it and
maybe it even cane as a result of sonme evil, but there are no
accidental conceptions. God says, "I planned it. | nunbered the
days of that child before it was even born. | know what it was
like. | put it together with its genetic capabilities.” God has
a purpose in every one of themeven though we don't have a
purpose for every one of them (God says a fetus is not a tissue;
it's alife I planned.

He says, "All ny days were nunbered before | was even both." If
all our days were nunbered before we were even born, abortion is
the ultimte short-circuiting of God's will. You know how

shocking the facts of abortion are: 26% of all pregnancies in
Anmerica now end in abortion, one out of four; 30 mllion

Anmeri cans have been killed through abortion, that's nore than al
of the wars put together. D d you know that every year between
400-500 aborted babies live after they are aborted -- they
continue to live? N nety-seven percent of abortions are not
because of rape or incest or not because the life of the nother
is threatened, which would be a legitimte issue, but sinply
because the nother said it's inconvenient. "l chose not to have
it because it's not inny lifestyle at this tinme."

| think it's ironic that the fem nists who have been so active in
pronoting abortion and the right to choose abortion are now
conpl ai ni ng because nore baby girls are being aborted than boys
now t hat you can find out the sex. Mre babies are being aborted

if they are not boys. Bunper sticker: "Support unborn wonen's
rights.”
God says abortion is killing. If you don't want to believe that

then you' d better cut that verse out of the Bible because God
said it.

There's the argunment, "No child should be brought into this world
unwanted." | say the fallacy of that is maybe the parents don't
want the child, but God does. There is no unwanted child. Cod
wants that child born. That's why He allowed that conception.

The good news is, you can repent of this |ike any other sin and
God will forgive you. D d you know that nost of the Bible was
witten by three nen who were nurderers: Paul, David, Mses --
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all took the life of another person. Yet they cane to God, were
forgiven, and God used themin a great way. That's the nessage
of grace. It doesn't matter so nuch where you've been but in
what direction your feet are headed today. Were are you goi ng
to stand from now on.

Sone of you are saying, "But you' ve never had an unwanted
pregnancy." You're right, | haven't. But | have talked to
dozens of wonen in this church who did and who' ve struggled with
that issue and struggled to nake the right decision and came up
and did the right thing.

|"ve asked Lee Ezell to giver herr testinony this norning:

Lee: | never imagined know ng that one commandnent "Thou shalt
not nurder” would be to nme. Even as a teenager | was born and
raised in the inner city of Philadelphia in a very difficult
nei ghbor hood. They don't call it a ghetto anynore; its a socio-
econom cal ly deprived geographical area. |In that difficult way
in which I was born and raised both nmy nother and father were
al coholics. | was one of their five unwanted daughters. My
father wanted a boy, that's why |'mLee, | was finally going to
be the boy. Even today it confuses ne how every man | neet seens
to want a son to pass on whatever he thinks he's got to pass on.
Nevertheless, in that difficult way of growing up I was told by
my father that he didn't want nme. | never grew up with any
feeling of self-inage or self-wrth and | guess by today's
standards | could have been one of those who woul d have been very
justified getting rid of because | certainly wasn't wanted or
needed at the tine.

Gowing up in that atnosphere ny famly never becane very
close. Actually even today, we're scattered all over the
country fromthe east to west coast, but we did nmake the
deci sion that once a year we woul d have an annual famly
picnic and so we all agreed that wherever we are on that day
we'll eat outside. [|I'mnot talking real close here.

Before | woul d graduate from hi gh school as a teenager | woul d
stunble into ny first religious neeting and the preacher's
name was Billy Gaham | went there for a few |l aughs with
sone friends because we didn't have a fourth for Penuckle. 1In
t hat atnosphere | heard for the first time a man tal k about
the truth about God. | wal ked down the aisle, | received
Christ into ny heart. | guess | had the feeling that God was
going to be kind of a fairy god-father in the sky and bad

t hi ngs woul dn't happen to ne any nore. But now |'m grown up
and | know that bad things happen to good people and bad
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t hi ngs happen to Christian people who aren't warned about it
and aren't prepared.

| would after high school get on a bus and conme out here to
California. | got ny first job in San Francisco as a typist.
There a sal esman whom | would neet at work that norning would
rape ne that night. As a virgin teenager and a brand new

Christian | was a very traumatized girl. It's strange to ne
how victins feel guilty but that always seens to be the
scenario. | felt that if | told anybody this happened it

woul d be the confirmation of "You're a | oser Lee. You

shoul dn't have been born in the first place. Be quiet and not
tell anybody."™ So | swallowed hard and went to work the next
day never to see the man again, very sick enotionally and
physically. Wwen | went to the doctor | realized |I was
pregnant fromthat experience.

The only connection that | had wwth God was ny life of Christ
and the sketchy know edge of the Ten Commandnents | had. A
friend talked to ne about having an abortion. | amno hero,
honestly don't know what decision | would have made if there
had been avail able to ne 30 years ago a Pl anned Par ent hood
Cinic, county funded. Any friend would have taken ne and
felt very noble for helping ne get rid of this thing that |
didn't deserve. Yet for ne that wasn't available. It would
mean a trip across the border to Tiajuana. A friend had had
one and she said it wasn't too bad.

Today it is so easy for a teenager to have an abortion, even
w thout the consent of their parents. | don't understand how
anyone could think a teenager could be qualified to nake that
deci sion when they can hardly decide what to wear to school in
the norning, let alone nake this |ife changi ng deci sion.

For me, | would decide, even though I was an unwanted child,
and pregnant with an unwanted child, naybe God wanted that
child as much as He wanted ne for sone strange purpose. |
woul d sinply cone to the conclusion, going through the
Scriptures and desperately trying to find God, that abortion
must not be particularly a religious issue, it's nore an issue
of human rights. | would decide | was nore |like a delivery
girl with a baby inside of me I had not volunteered for, yet |
was responsible to keep this baby to term

| decided abortion would be too permanent an answer for a
tenporary problem because | had not been tenpted by the easy
out during that traumatic decisive period. | would bite the
bull et cone down here to Los Angeles in ny car with $50 in ny
pocket and find a church a lot like this one. | not only
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found a couple who not only would say, "Don't have an
abortion" but they said, "What can we do to help you?" |
nmoved in with those people and began ny growth in God. It's
i roni c because what begun as the worst thing that ever had
happened to nme in ny life was becom ng the best thing that

ever happened to ne. | was comng to love this child and bond
with the child and wanting the best for the child as any birth
not her .

For me, | decided it would be adoption. | signed with the Los

Angel es County Adoptions and relinquished ny child at birth. |
remenber the night before | would sign ny final papers | felt

| had confirmation from God. | watched again the beautifu

old classic novie "The Ten Commandnents"” on TV and renenber
wat ching, so intently, the nother of Mdses put the little baby
Charlton Heston in the basket. |f any of her nei ghbors had
seen her do that they would have said "She's throw ng away her
child. She doesn't love her child.” The nother of Myses had

direction from God -- sone ot her nother was supposed to raise
her child, but she couldn't choose that nother. | thought |I'm
going to do the sanme thing. 1'mgoing to place ny child on

the river of LA County Processing and trust God for whatever
person would fish ny baby out.

| gave birth to a baby girl in a county hospital. Thirty
years ago birth nothers had little or no rights. | was told
"You had a healthy baby girl and you'll be gone at 10:30". |
never saw her, | never held her, | really felt cheated.
cried. | thought "You're going to have plenty of other
children.” | never imagined she would be the only child I
woul d ever give birth to. LA County records are seal ed for
adoption and | knew that was the end of a chapter inny life
and for that mssing piece of ny life I would have to find
God' s peace.

As the weeks, nonths and years added up that pain is
i nevitable but msery is optional for people who have a

connection with God. | would wait until | wa 29 because |
wasn't very trustful of nmen and then marry my prince. | knew
my marriage was nmade in heaven -- but so is thunder and

i ghting.

| would begin marriage with a man who al ready had two chil dren
so | would find nyself setting in a LA county adoption court
swearing in, adopting his two daughters and wondering "Wo set
there for me many years before?" Many thoughts crossed ny
mnd as | would becone an adoptive nom Having been a
relinqui shing nomand an adopting nom| know that it only
takes nine nonths to be a birth nother but it takes years to
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be a parent, crying and | oving and caring and sharing.

wanted ny children to call me nomand ny birth child's
adoptive parents to call her daughter and she call them nmom
and dad. | nmade the decision that | wouldn't ever interfere
or intervene. M husband would often say, "It seens |like on
Phi|l Donahue and all those prograns they always have adopt ees,
it seens |ike every adoptee in the world is searching." Less
t han 10% of adoptees ever do try to search for their birth
parents. Hearing all those reports | would pray, God, | have
to believe that You are able to keep that which |I've commtted
to you and decided to never interfere or intervene.

| never imagined that a few years ago |I'd be setting at hone
and pick up the tel ephone and a voice on the other end said

"Hel |l o, you've never net ne but you're ny nother." That voice
very nmethodically said "I have two notivations for trying to
find you." One to let nmet know that | am a grandnot her and

the second to nme personally was even sweeter, because that
child tried to do what she al ways dreaned soneday she woul d do
and that was to lead ne to Christ on the tel ephone. She was
quoting fromthe Bible. (I let her go for a while to see if
she was any good at it.)

She would tell nme that her search had taken her through
adoption records, hospitals and | awyers and search firnms until
they had given her a lot of information | was not privy to.

We would skirt the issue of howit all had canme about. Before

we would neet the first tinme, ny husband would say, "I want
you to tell her that she's the result of rape. | don't want
her to think anything else of you." I'mnot telling any child
that "You are a m stake, you are an accident." | couldn't

reconcile that wwth what | knew of God and life. So ny
husband wi sely got ny daughter, Julie's, husband on the phone
one night before we would neet and the two nen would privately

tal k and nmy husband would tell himwhat the situation was. It
was very real to ne because | was listening in on the
extension in the bedroom | renenber as ny husband told her
husband "You tell her if you think she can take it. W don't
know her." Julie's husband said, "Ww To think that that
happened nore than 20 years ago just to bring ne Julie!™ W

t hought we had sonet hing special on our hands.

Through the door of the hotel roomcane a girl who | ook
strikingly like me. She held a baby in her arnms. The first

thing she ever said to ne was "Now, go to your grandma." And
her husband stood behind her. He stretched out his hand "
woul d lIi ke to shake your hand. 1've been waiting to say,

t hank you for not aborting Julie. | don't know what ny life

woul d be like wthout her and ny children.”
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Fromour initial nmeeting and having already witten nmy first
book, | knew that surely would be the topic of ny second book,
My Mssing Piece. Since the release of the book so many

t hi ngs have changed. Her nom cane to Los Angeles on Mther's
Day and we two nothers held a press conference with one
daughter and we tal ked about how God can put together m ssing
pieces in a life. God can nake sense out of nonsense.

never felt like I was the real nother and she was the unreal,
that | was the natural and she was the unnatural. W all were
pi eces of the puzzle of the life of that child.

Since then we have had so many exciting nmedia opportunities to
share our story both in the secular and Christian field. |
can renmenber on the M chael Jackson show. He |istened to our
story, "Oh, wonderful, thenit's all God. God sent a man to
rape you so you could have this baby. R ght?" | said, No, He
doesn't cause evil but He's the only One who can nake good out
it. W were on the Sally Jesse Raphael show tw ce. She
seened really nice before the show W were on Brother

Heral do's show. He |ooked at ny daughter and said, "You're

not the product of love; you' re the product of rape." She
said, "How many of us know we are THE product of |ove even if
our parents were married. Besides that, | believe God wanted
me born so | believe | amthe product of love." That's ny
kid! She said "Children who are born of sexual assault have
inherited no evil genes. |'mnot an enotionally warped Ted
Bundy person at all. It doesn't matter how you begin but what
you becone. "

This is true. |If God said, "Thou shalt not kill" every child
deserves a birth day. Because kids are God's idea. |If we're

honest, as wonmen we can say, children cone through us but not
fromus! Children are God's idea. The conception of each one
of us and our children was God's idea. He didn't consult with
us. He didn't leave it up to a couple of teenagers in the
back seat of a car. He doesn't |eave the decision of life up
to alab technician in a white jacket. M Bible says the keys
to life and death are in the hands of Jesus Christ. |If the
Bible is true, even though a couple nay deci de when to make

| ove, God decides when to make |ife. |If that is true there
are no illegitimate children.

| f you are adopted you can know that you were |oved. The hard
way was chosen for you and for each one of us. W cannot

i magi ne that because our parents were nmarried that we have a
nore verified, bonified reason for life. O do we secretly

i magi ne that we are the wanted child. "M parents really
wanted nme. | canme at the right time. | didn't interfere with
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their career. They had plenty of space and a | ot of nopney.
Everything was just fine." | don't think so. Mny nothers
will say |I cried when | found out | was pregnant, because it
is a surprise to us but not to God. O do you inmagi ne your
father 1ooking at your nother with a gleamin his eye, "Let's

make us a little Linda tonight!™ No the dude was not thinking
about Linda! Get real! But sonmebody was thinking about

Linda. Wth the power and the clout to bring her about in
spite of us. God wanted each one of us. | amso grateful

that the decision for life is in God's hands. He just expects
us, because of the Ten Commandnents, to agree with Hi s
decision of |life and go through with that.

The only good thing I know that could have cone out of ny rape
experience is the beautiful child that | gave birth to who is
now a beautiful living exanple that God is able to nake al

t hi ngs work together for good for people who |ove the Lord.
For the God of mi ssing pieces | amgrateful we have a
connection to H mthrough Jesus Christ. Because of that | can
encourage you this norning even the pitfalls of your past can
beconme fertilizer for your future when you place your hands in
the hand of the Prince of Peace.

You matter to God and your conception and your birth were not by
accident. God planned you. He nmade you and He pl anned you. He
wants you to know Hhmand He wants you to know that He | oves you.

He wants you in His famly. Wen you get in touch with God and
get to know your heavenly Father, |ife takes on new neani ng and
new si gni fi cance.

We've all made m stakes, everyone of us. The Bible says, "A
have sinned." That neans ne, that neans you, everybody. W've
all done things we've regretted. The good news is that God can
bri ng good even out of bad, even out of bad choices, dunb
decisions. As Lee said, God does not cause evil, a lot of it we
bring on ourselves, a lot of it other people cause in our lives.
God does not cause evil but He is the only one who can bring
good out of it. If you wll give Hmthe pieces of your life He
w Il take those pieces, put themtogether and bring inner peace
inyour life. He is a great GCod.
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Exodus 20: 13
Ri ck Warren

Exodus 20: 13 "You shall not nurder."

. WHAT THIS COMVAND | S NOT ABOUT:

* It is not prohibiting killing animals

"Everything that lives and noves wll be food for you. Just

as | gave you the green plants, | now give you everything."
Gen. 9:3

* It is not prohibiting capital punishnment.
"Anyone who conmts murder shall be put to death ... the
principle is alife for alife.”

Lev. 24:17-18 (GN)
"The governnent is there to serve God for your benefit...they
carry out God's revenge by puni shing wongdoers."

Rom 13:4 (JB)

. It is not prohibiting going to war.

"...There is a tine for war..." Eccl. 3:8

1. HOWTH S COMVAND APPLI ES TO THE FAM LY

e God says NOto

"W are not our own bosses to live and die as we oursel ves
m ght choose. "

Rom14.7 (LB)

"The length of a man's |life is deci ded beforehand - the nunber
of nonths he wll live. You (God) have settled it..."

Job 14:5 (QGN)

e God says NOto
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"It is God who directs the lives of H's creatures; everyman's
lifeis in Hs power."

Job 12:10 (GN)

e God says NOto

"You (CGod) created every part of ne; You put nme together in ny
not her's wonb... Wien ny bones were being fornmed ... when |
was growi ng there in secret, You knew | was there - You saw ne
before | was born. The days allotted to ne were all recorded
in Your book before any of them ever began."

Ps. 139:13-16 (GN)




