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Exodus 20: 15
Ri ck Warren

| read this week that a London man had been the victimof 15 car
thefts in the past 8 years. That is bad luck. The first four
cars he owmned were all stolen. One was returned only to be
stolen again. Just this year the man was called to the police
station to pick up the cassette player that had been stolen from
his car and then recovered. Wile he was in the station sonebody
stole his car. The guy should get the bunper sticker "This car
protected by a pit bull with AIDS. "

We're in the series on the Ten Commandnents and we're in the 8th
Commandnent today -- "You shall not steal”

|.  HOWDO WE STEAL?

It's amazing the nunber of ways that we steal. | |ooked up in
the dictionary the word for stealing and I found 138 synonyns.
It is amazing the nunber of ways a human being can think up to
steal or rip off sonebody else. 1've listed six but there are
many | could have put down.

1. Deceiving custoners.

Three thousand years ago this was a problem Anobs 8:5, "They
overcharge, use fal se neasures, and fix the scales to cheat the
custoners.” That sounds pretty current. Wen a repairnman makes
unnecessary repairs, a doctor makes unnecessary tests, a sal esman
ski ps over the fine print, when you sell a car and don't tell the
problems with it that's called steeling.

We're in the process of trying to buy a hone and rent our current
home. | was trying to figure out how to describe our house.

was | ooki ng through sone real estate brochures. You tal k about
creative license! | think they are the nost creative people |
know. "Starter hone" that nmeans one bedroom no bath. "A real
chal I enge"” that neans it was hit by an A bonb. "A fixer-upper”
that means a heap of junk. W are not to deceive custoners.

2. By defrauding enpl oyers.

"' mnot just tal king about enployee theft here where you pad your
expense account or take home supplies or equipnment or
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mer chandi se. But |'mtal ki ng about when you waste tine on the
job. The Bible calls that steeling. |If sonebody's paying you
for your tine and you cone in late, |leave early, take three
coffee breaks and a long lunch there isn't a whole lot of tine
left. God says that's steeling. Don't do it.

3. By delaying paynents

"Don't take advantage of anyone. Don't hold back the wages of
sonmeone you've hired, not even for one night." |If you' ve got
sone enpl oyees or suppliers or friend and you owe them sonme noney
don't say, the check's in the mail, do it now Strategy says
will bill all my custoners inmediate billing then | wll pay ny
billings in 160 days and that way |I'll have their capital to use
for ny account. That's called steeling. It's their noney and
they have a right to nake their profit on it and their own
interest. Don't do it.

4. By defaulting on |oans.

"The wi cked man borrows and never pays back." A |lot of people
have no intention of paying back. The worst |oans are nade to
friends and relatives. This applies to anything, not just
bankruptcy. Anything borrowed. Tools, skies, punch bow s,
records, video -- any of that kind of stuff. Wat is it in your
garage you need to go hone and return to sonebody? Many of you
have a | ot of other people's stuff in your garage. God says
that's not long termborrowing, that's steeling. It's wong.

5. By defrauding or deceiving the governnent.

"The authorities are working for God. Pay what you owe them pay
your personal and property taxes." Tax avoi dance is good
stewardship. There's no reason you should overpay on taxes or
not plan and try to maxim ze your noney. There's nothing wong
with that. Tax evasion is illegal. God says it's steeling,

don't do it.

6. Don't defraud the Lord.

Mal 3:8 "WII a man rob God? Yet you rob ne! But you ask, "How
do we rob you, God?' By wthholding tithes and offerings!"” The

Bi bl e teaches tithing is a tenth or ten percent. The first 10%
of all | make goes back to HHmin gratitude because | owe H m
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everything. | wouldn't have anything if it weren't for God. The
first 10%of all | make is to go back to God. He could have said
20% 50% but He just said 10% | don't know why but He did. God
says if | ampaying nmy bills before | pay the Lord back out of
gratitude for what He's done, that's robbing God.

A pastor friend was preaching through the Ten Conmandnents. A
guy in his church cane up after the service and said "You're

really preaching the word in this series. It is great."” Each
commandnent, each week, until "Don't steel” and the guy cane up
and said "Now you've quit preaching and started neddling". This
gets personal. W love to hear when we tal k bout other people's
sins. But we don't like it when we realize "I'm breaking the
ei ght h commandnent because |I'mnot tithing." God says you're

robbing Me if you're not tithing and it is just as inportant as
t he ot her ones.

1. WHY SHOULD | BE HONEST?
1 | am bei ng wat ched.
2 | will reap whatever | sow.
3. Dishonesty danmages ny character
4 God wll reward ny honesty.

1. | am being watched by God.

Peopl e steel because they think they can get away with it and

t hi nk nobody is going to know about it. |[If you knew when you
stole sonething (like towels in the notel) that everybody was
going to know about it, would you steel? Not likely. So Satan
cones al ong and he says, "Nobody's going to know. Besides you
owe it to yourself. That enployer is ripping you off. You

shoul d be paid nore. It's OKto take those supplies hone. |It's
K to take that equipnment. Nobody's ever going to know. Nobody
will ever find out.” Wong! The nost inportant person knows.

That's God. He's the one you're going to have to give an account
to, not anybody el se.

Job 34:21-22 "God carefully watches the goings on of all mankind,

he sees themall. No darkness is thick enough to hide evil nen
fromhis eyes.” Nothing escapes God's view. | may fool other
people. | may fool the governnment. | may fool the insurance

conpany when | turn in a dishonest claim But |I'mnot fooling
God, He's the guy I've got to report to. One day | will stand
before H mand give an account. | wll explain to God why |
stol e sonething that wasn't mne and why | did steel when He said
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clearly don't do it. That's when it's going to count. |'m being
wat ched by God.

If you're a parent, you're not only being watched by God you're
bei ng watched by your kids. Values are caught not taught. What
isny life style comunicating to ny kids? 1Is there anything in
nmy life I'd be ashanmed of if they knew. "It is a wonderfu
heritage to have an honest father.” One of the greatest gifts
you can give your children is integrity. Having a parent of
integrity is a great, great bl essing.

| " m bei ng wat ched by unbelievers. The Bible says, "Let your

I i ght shine so people can see your good works and praise your
father." There are people you work with who may not |ike your
personality and they may disagree with your faith but they better
respect your integrity. Every time you live with integrity ("I'm
going to be honest, I'mnot going to cheat, |I'mnot going to be

di shonest.") you're giving a wwtness to the world.

2. | wll reap whatever | sow.

Gl. 6:7 "Don't be msled, renenber ... a man wll always reap
just the kind of crop he sows!™ Circle the word "al ways". It
doesn't say nost of the tinme, sone of the tinme, but always.

Count onit. It is an inviolable |aw of the universe. |If |

pl ant corn seed, I'mgoing to harvest corn, not potatoes. If |

pl ant apple seeds, I'lIl grow an apple tree, not a peach tree. No

matter how much I wish it were a preach tree it wll be an apple
tree. Whatever you give out inlife is what you' re going to get
back. If | cheat other people, I1'"'mgoing to get cheated. God
says it will happen, count onit. |If | take advantage of other
people, I will be taken advantage of. | wll reap what | sow

On the other hand this will work for you if you use it the right
way. |If you are honest and you nmaintain integrity in all your
decisions, God says | will make sure you're blessed. \Whatever
you sow you're going to reap.

Prov. 15:27 "Try to make a profit dishonestly and you'll get your
famly in trouble.” The newspapers are full of that. Men and
wonmen who got their famlies in trouble because they were making
a dishonest profit. Don't doit. You will reap what you sow.

Prov. 21:6 "Di shonest gain will never last, so why take the
risk." God says it's not worth it. You're eventually going to
be found out -- here on earth or in heaven, why take the risk.
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Wiy do we steel? What notivates di shonesty?

1. Geed. The Bible says "The | ove of noney is the root of
evil." It is the idea, the nyth, that we can get sonething
for nothing -- that's what steeling is. That attitude is
alnost irresistible. That's why people ganble. That's why it
beconmes conpul sion, an addiction for many people. | want to
get sonething for nothing. That's why God doesn't want you to
ganble. He doesn't want you to trust "luck™ or fate or
chance. He wants you to depend on HHmnot the lottery or the
casino or the gane. You don't get sonething for nothing.
There is no free lunch. If it isit's an illegitimte |unch.
God says you get what you pay for, you reap what you sow.

2. Laziness. |If | can steel sonething, get sonething

di shonestly, | don't have to work for it. | can take a short
cut and we're always | ooking for short cuts. Wen con nen

| ook for people to scamthey always | ook for people who are

| ooking for a short cut. They are the easiest people in the

world to con -- people |looking for the quick fix, the fast
deal, the short cut. They can be conned very easily. The old
saying is true, "You can't cheat an honest man." He won't

fall for a short cut. He says I'll go about it the right way.
3. Pride. Sonehow in our warped sense of values we get a
thrill out of conning other people. There are sone people
there is an excitenent about it. It's not that they need the
nmoney. Have you ever heard anybody say, "I made a steel
today!" He's proud of it. Wen he cons sonebody el se out of

sone noney or a deal and he gets sonething that is far nore
val uabl e than that person knew and it was not a fair deal then
that person thinks it proves superior intellect -- he's
smarter than them In reality it doesn't prove superior
intellect, it proves inferior character. It proves that

you'll step lower than they will to rip sonmebody off.

3. Dishonesty damages ny character

It shrinks ny soul down to the size of a pea. Jesus said "Wat
does it profit a man if he gain the whole world but |ose his
soul.” | can give you a dozen ways to nmake a | ot of noney real
qui ck. They're all dishonest. What does it profit a man to gain
the world and | ose his soul ?

Prov. 10:2 "Wealth you get by dishonesty will do you no good, but
honesty can save your life." The Bible says that satan is a
thief. "The thief comes to kill and destroy, but | have cone
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that you mght have life." On the other hand, God is always
truthful, always honest, never dishonest. Every tine | make a
decision to steel, it doesn't matter how small or insignificant,
| am choosing to side with the devil rather than wwth God. The
devil wants you to steel because every tinme you do it you becone
more like him He is the thief, the father of thieves. Every
time I'"'mmaking the decision: am|l going to go the devil's way
or God's way? Am | going to becone nore |like satan or nore |ike
God? Satan is a thief and God is the truth and there is no
deception in Hm

The excuse: | just can't make it in the market place if | don't
cheat. You're dead wong! The fact is if you know anyt hi ng
about business, integrity pays. Custoners want to return to
where they trust the conpany. There was a study done of the 50
nost profitable corporations in Arerica. One thing they all had
in comon was they all had a noral code of ethics, every one of
them It was the one thing they had in common. Wen you have a
reputation of "We don't rip people off. W give value for val ue,
dollar for dollar. An honest day's work for an honest day's
pay." People respect that and you have repeat custoners.

For your own sake maintain integrity. Don't |et anybody buy your
soul for a few bucks.

4. God will reward ny honesty.

In this l[ife and eternity. Proverbs 28:20 "Honest people wl|
lead a full, happy life but if you're in a hurry to get rich
you' re going to be punished.” Honesty leads to a full, happy
life. Wy? Because you don't have any skeletons in the closet.

But if you're trying to get rich quickly, you're going to fal
into problens and you' Il eventually be punished for it.

Get rich quick deals seemto thrive in this area. As pastor of
this church for 12 years, |'ve seen every one of them Everybody
wants to help their pastor, "Pastor Rick, have | got a deal for
you!" God has one word to say bout get rich-quick schenes.

Don't! Don't be stupid! Don't be foolish! You get wealthy by
adding little to little to proper investnents, w se savings,
honest work, good stewardship and investing in things that count
and in people. Don't worry about schenes and dreans. The

qui cker you nmake it, the quicker you can |oose it.

Your greatest rewards are going to be not here but in eternity.
Renmenber when we did the series through Eccl esiastes and we
tal ked bout howlife is a test, you' re being tested right now for
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60, 70, 80 years by God. How you preformin that test wll
determ ne your rewards and your responsibilities in Heaven. You
wll spend 60, 70, 80, maybe 90 years here on earth. You wll

spend mllions of years in eternity -- one of two places. |If
you' ve received Christ as your Savior, put your trust in H m
you'll spend eternity in Heaven.

Wen | get there how do I know what rewards or responsibilities
l"mgoing to get? God is testing you right now He's testing
you three ways: through trials and problens; through tenptation;
t hrough noney. The Bible says God uses these three things to
test your life, to see what's inportant to you, what's val uabl e
to you. |If | respond to those tests well, then in eternity I
will get greater rewards and | will have greater responsibility.
If I flunk those tests here on earth and | respond poorly to
trials, tenptations, and noney then | will have fewer rewards and
responsibilities.

Jesus said in Luke 16 "If you're dishonest in a little, you're
going to be dishonest inalot.” |If you are unfaithful and cheat
with worldly wealth, God wll not trust you with true riches in
eternity. It's a test.

If | respond correctly and |I'm honest wwth nmy noney and with

reputations of other people -- | don't steel ideas, noney,
property, time, etc -- God says there will be great rewards for
you in heaven. "Wl done, you' ve shown you can be faithful in
small things. | will trust you with greater ones, cone and join
in your Master's happiness.” There will be rewards in heaven.

How can | prepare so that when | get to the final examthat's
what God says to ne? There are three steps that wll get you
started on the road to integrity, the lifestyle of integrity:

1. Make restitution when possi bl e.

A good exanple of this is Zacchaeus in the Bible. Renenber
Zacchaeus was the little short fellow. Jesus cane to town one
day and Zacchaeus coul dn't see above the crowd so the Bible says
he clinbed up in a tree and as Jesus was wal ki ng by He | ooked up
and said, "Zacchaeus, |I'mcomng to your house today." That was
quite a scandal. Zacchaeus was a di shonest tax collector. In
the Roman system tax collectors were not paid, but they just got
to skimoff the top whatever they could collect. They were the
weal t hi est people in town and the nost hated. They were the nost
di shonest. Jesus says that's the guy's home I'mgoing to go to.
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Jesus goes and has di nner with Zacchaeus and Zacchaeus reali zes
"I"ve been doing the wong thing. |I'mgoing to get ny life
right. 1'mgoing to do what God wants." He says "I want to
follow you Lord. |If |I cheated anyone | w |l pay himback four
times as much." There's a guy who is putting his noney where his
mouth is. That's called real Christianity, restitution.

In Luke 19:9 Jesus says, "Salvation has cone to this man's hone."
This guy is a real believer. |It's not a matter of just belief
it's a matter of behavior.

A nunber of years ago | decided that nore than anything else in
my life |l wanted God's bl essing, |
wanted God to bless and use ny life. |
set down and said, "If I"mgoing to do
this, 1'"ve got to clear up ny past and
make restitution with sonme people. WII
you hel p ne renenber the people | need

to make things right with?" | started
making a list and the |ist was about
three pages. It was amazi ng when

asked God to help ne renenber. He did!

| renmenbered things that | had
forgotten for years. Things that went
cl ear back to childhood. Like the tine
| used to rip off ny sister Shandell's
pi ggy bank. Every week she was putting
the noney in and every week | was taking
the noney out. God said you need to get
that right. |It's pretty enbarrassing
for a grown man to go to his sister and
say "I was ripping off your piggy bank."
but | didit.

And there were other things, like when | was a teenager wth sone
other teenagers in a car and accidently backed into a car in a
parking |lot and smashed in their fender. W didn't stay around
or nothing. W just split. W were scared. | said |I'mgoing to
go back to the police station in that town and see if | can find
that traffic report, find that person and repay them

Maybe you need to nake a list. Maybe you need to say, "CGod |
want to have a clear conscience before you and before man."
Maybe you need to wap up sone stuff and mail it back and put it
in UPS, maybe sone itens you need to return. Ofice supplies,
your neighbor's |adder, notel towels, whatever. Maybe you need
to wite a check -- or soit wll be anonynous, a noney order --
to an enployer and say, "I took sonme supplies". | would suggest
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you use it as a witnessing opportunity, send a letter, a note,
with it. You don't have to sign it. [Like the guy who gypped
the IRS. He got under conviction about it and sent a letter with
$500 and said "I've cheated the IRS, here's $500. P.S. |If |
still feel qguilty I'll send the rest later.] So you send a noney
order to your enployer and say, "I amnmaking restitution for

because | ama follower of Jesus Christ and |
want to do what's right." Sign it underneath, "A cleared
conscience."” You can't buy that kind of feeling. The freedom
and joy that conmes froma clear conscience. You can't buy it, |
can't explain it to you, the joy of knowing that | can go into
any city in America and say "This is Rick Warren and | have no
skeletons in ny closet. | have nothing that | have not dealt
with, nothing to hide." That is confidence when you know t hat
nobody is | ooking over your shoul der and you're wondering if it's
going to hit the front pages tonmorrow. You know that everything
in your life has been dealt with. There is no greater feeling.
To know t hat nobody can accuse you. Make restitution.

2. Gve God ny full tithe.

"I's it right for a person to cheat God? O course not. Bring
the full amount of your tithes to the Tenple and I will pour out
on you in abundance."” God has nore prom ses about giving than
any other thing in the Bible. He says, bring the full anount the
10%to the tenple. Wlere is the tenple? Werever you worship

The fact is God says if I"'mnot tithing then I'mpaying nmy bills

with stolen noney that belongs to God. |If I'mnot tithing, the
money in ny wallet is what I'mripping off from God. One day |
will give an account to Hmfor it. "Wy didn't you do that?"

It's very clear here. God says you're cheating M.

If you're going to start tithing, don't delay it any nore. Do it
now. What if | got up and said, "God has really put nme under

conviction, I'"'mgoing to stop steeling in January." |If you're
going to stop steeling, do it today. Stop steeling fromthe
government, fromothers, and stop steeling fromGod. It's rea
cl ear.

People say, tithing is Od Testanent. So what. So are the Ten
Commandnents. Are you going to not keep then? Woever said that
because we're under grace, we do | ess than we do under | aw?

Under grace you do nore, not |ess.

3. Mike a living honestly
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Eph :28 "The man who used to be a thief nust give up steeling,
and do an honest day's work with his own hands." | woul d
suggest that you begin to act as if God were your boss. Wrk as
if you're working for the Lord, not whonmever your enployer
happens to be. Mke noney honestly so you can live with a clear
consci ence at night.

The Bi bl e says in the book of Revelation, "No di shonest person
wll be allowed into heaven.” That neans you and | don't stand a
chance. Nobody stands a chance unless we have a Savior. W have
all been dishonest in different ways. That's why Jesus Chri st
took my wath on the cross. He paid the penalty for ne. Wen
conme to Hmand say, "Jesus Christ, there is no way | can earn ny
way to heaven, because no di shonest people are going to nmake it
and |'ve been dishonest. So | ask You to forgive ne and | want

to get in on your ticket." Jesus says, that's what | cane to do.
So you put your trust in Hm Say "Christ, | want to foll ow You
as best | know how Fromthis day forward | want to begin |iving
alife of integrity. | wll make restitution where needed. |
will begin to pay the whole tithe to God and I1'I|l begin to nake
my living honestly instead of dishonestly.” [If you do that not
only will you have a full, happier lifestyle but the rewards you

wi |l experience in heaven will go on and on and on..
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Exodus 20: 15 "You shall not steal."

HOW DO WE STEAL?
* By deceiving custoners

"(They) overcharge, use false neasures, and fix the scales
to cheat the custoners.”

Anmos 6:5 (GN)

* By defraudi ng enpl oyers

"What ever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord."

col 3:23

* By del ayi ng paynents

"Don't take advantage of anyone... Don't hold back the wages
of soneone you've hired, not even for one night."
Lev. 19:13 (&N

* By defraudi ng on | oans

"The wi cked man borrows and never pays back..."
Ps. 37:21 (Q&N)

* By deceiving the governnent

"...the authorities are working for God ... Pay what you owe
them pay your personal and property taxes..."
Rom 13:6-7 (Q\)

* By defrauding the Lord

"WIIl a man rob God? Yet you rob ne! but you ask, ~How do
we rob You, God? By withholding tithes and offerings!"
Mal . 3:8







1. VHY BE HONEST?

1. | am being

"God careful watches the goings on of all mankind; he sees them
all. No darkness is thick enough to hide evil nen fromhis
eyes."

Job 34:21-22 (LB)

"It is a wonderful heritage to have an honest father."
Pr. 20:7 (LB)

2. | will what ever |

"Don't be msled, remenber a man w Il always reap just the kind
of crop he sows!"

Gl 6:7 (LB)

"Try to make a profit dishonestly and you'll get your famly in
trouble.”

Pr. 15:27 (GN)

"Di shonest gain will never last, so why take the risk?"
Pr. 21:6 (LB)

3. Dishonesty danmages ny

“"Wealth you get by dishonesty will do you no good, but honesty
can save your life."

Pr. 10:2 (QN)
"It is better to be poor but honest, than to be a lying fool!"
Pr. 19:1 (GN)
4. God will nmy honesty.
"Honest people will lead a full, happy life but if you are in a

hurry to get rich you are going to be punished."
Pr. 28:20 (Q\)

“"Wel | done...you' ve shown you can be faithful in small things. |
will trust you with greater ones; cone nd join in your Master's
happi ness!"

Matt. 25:21 (JN)






First Steps to Integrity

1. Make when possi bl e.

(Zacchaeus) "If | have cheated anyone, | w Il pay him back

four times as nuch."
Luke 19:8 (GN)

2. Gve God ny full

"Is it right for a person to cheat God? O course not...Bring
the full anmount of your tithes to the Tenple ... and | wll

pour out on you in abundance..."

Mal | 3:8,9-10

3. Make a living

"The man who used to be a thief nust give up stealing, and do
an honest day's work with his own hands..."

Eph. 4:28 (Ph)



